The  Scribe 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 


Volume  1  Number  1 


Inside: 

Yemen’s  Jews 
Societ  Jewry 
‘Dori’  Review 
CHAT’S  25 


Nyet,  Nyet,  Soviet! 

Rally  Supports  Soviet  Jewry 


by  Marc  David  Gottlieb 

On  Sunday  Oct.  26th,  2,000  members 
of  Toronto’s  Jewish  community  marched 
on  Bathurst  Street  and  Earl  Bales  Park  in 
order  to  rally  in  support  of  and  with  our 
brethren  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
Simchat  Torah  Rally  has  become  a 
worldwide  event  since  the  early  1970’s 
when  the  brave  members  of  the  Jewish 
Community  in  Moscow  used  this  festival 
as  a  focal  point  for  their  need  to  identify 
themselves  as  Jews  to  each  other  as  well  as 
to  the  outside  world.  For  some 
miraculous  reason,  their  one  audible 
scream  amid  the  ongoing  anguish  of  the 
violation  of  their  human  rights  has  not 
been  violently  surpressed,  although  KGB 
cameras  click  the  night  long  event . 

Despite  the  fact  that  that  the  Toronto 
press  sees  this  as  only  a  Jewish  problem, 
the  rest  of  the  world  realizes  the  moral 
imperative  to  speak  out  against  the1 
violation  of  human  rights.  According  to 
Mrs.  Helen  Cooper,  co-chairman  of  the 
rally  committee  in  Toronto,  the  rally  in 
the  Hague,  Holland,  this  year  attracted 
almost  10,000  people  who  protested  the 
trampling  of  the  United  Nations’  charter 
of  human  rights,  the  Soviet  Constitution, 
the  Helsinki  Accords,  International 
Postal  Agreements  and  the  Norms  of 
civilized  behaviour.  These  violations 
include:  1.  The  denial  of  the  right  to 
practise  Judaism  without  harassment.  2. 
Internal  exile  of  Hebrew  teachers.  3.  The 
prevention  of  the  reunification  of 
families.  4.  Denial  of  the  right  to  emigrate 
to  any  country  that  will  accept  them.  5. 
Censorship  of  mail  and  confiscation  of 
packages  addressed  to  Jewish  citizens  and 
many,  many  others. 

In  Canada  the  rally  has  special 
meaning  because  the  majority  of  the 
Jewish  community  here  is  of  Eastern 
European  descent.  We  feel  a  close 
connection  because  our  parents  or 
grandparents  were  lucky  enough  to 
decide  to  immigrate  here,  but  our 
extended  family  did  not.  Now  they 
cannot!  In  the  words  of  Mrs.  Cooper,  “If 
we  are  to  have  some  consistency  between 
what  we  want  for  our  children  and  ’Klal 
Yisrael’  we  are  in  a  moral  trap  in  which  we 
have  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  largest  group 
of  oppressed  Jews  in  the  world.  What  will 
we  answer  our  children  when  they  ask  us 
‘What  did  you  do  for  them’.’’  This  year 
more  than  ever  we  had  some  leverage  and 
some  hope  for  our  Soviet  brethren.  On 
November  19th,  Mr.  Reagan  will  meet 


Mr.  Gorbachev  for  a  summit  at  which 
many  topics  ranging  from  star  wars  to 
submarines  will  be  discussed.  By  taking 
the  first  step  at  the  march  we  put  the 
Jewish  agenda,  and  human  rights  in 
general,  as  a  key  issue  in  the  West's 
arsenal  of  bargaining  chips.  Perhaps 
emigration  will  again  rise  to  51,000  this 
year  as  it  did  in  1979  (as  opposed  to  the 
890  that  were  allowed  to  leave  the 
U.S.S.R.  last  year). 

The  rally  here  in  Toronto  had  many 
prominent  .speakers  and  guests.  MP’s 
David  Kilgour  and  Bob  Kaplan,  as  well  as 
North  York  Mayor  Mel  Lastman,  were  | 
present  as  were  many  representatives  of  ? 
the  National  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  f 
the  Canadian  Jewish  Congress  and  the  f 
North  American  Jewish  Students’  i 
Network.  In  all,  53  organizations  from 
across  the  community  were  involved. 
Both  secular  and  religious,  young  and  old 
came  and  heard  the  story  of  recent  emigre 
Alla  Priceman  who  told  of  worsening 
conditions  for  Jews  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Our  rally  highlighted  the  achievements 
of  the  Toronto  Jewish  community  this 
past  summer.  For  four  years  the  Holy 
Blossom  Temple  has  fought  on  behalf  of 
a  computer  scientist  refusenik.  Dr. 
Vasilevsky  and  his  family.  He  was  in  and 
out  of  Russian  hospitals  where  he  was 
refused  medicines  and  even  eye  glasses, 
but  inexplicably,  and  thankfully,  he  was 
released  this  summer. 

Vladimir  Altman  is  an  international 
chess  player  who,  largely  through  the 
support  and  work  of  Mrs.  Hilary 
Schneeweiss  of  the  Toronto  section  of  the 
National  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  was 
allowed  to  make  aliyah  to  Israel.  The  case 
of  Isaak  Skolnick  was  taken  up  by  the 
Skolnick  family  of  the  Beth  Tzedek 
congregation  and  was,  with  great  surprise 
and  delight,  allowed  finally  to  leave 
Russia.  In  addition,  Dr.  Mark  Nashpitz, 
a  dentist  who  served  four  years  in  a  labour 
camp,  was  given  permission  to  leave  this 
year  after  his  case  was  adopted  by  the 
international  dental  fraternity  Alpha 
Omega. 

The  rally  is  a  kickoff  for  many 
campaigns  throughout  the  year, 
including  letter  writing,  phone  calling, 
parcel  sending,  twinning  of  Bnei  and 
Bnot  Mitzah,  telegram  banks,  petitions 
and  lobbying.  All  of  these  activities  arc 
undertaken  by  members  of  the  North 
American  Jewish  Students’  Network  and 
U  of  T's  Jewish  Students’  Union. 


Cult  Expert ,  Singer 
Lectures  at  U  of  T 


By  Leanne  Singer 

“Psychotherapy  Cults:  A  Growing 
Phenomenon”,  was  the  topic  of  the 
keynote  lecture  delivered  by  Dr.  Margaret 
Singer  at  this  year’s  Cult  Awareness 
Week.  Dr.  Singer,  one  of  the  world’s 
foremost  authorities  on  cults,  is  a 
professor  of  psychology  and  psychiatry 
at  the  University  of  California.  Since 
1973  Dr.  Singer  has  studied  and  lectured 
on  destructive  cults  and  has  been  called 
upon  several  times  in  court  as  a  scientific 
expert.  Dr.  Singer  testified  as  a  material 
witness  for  the  State  at  the  trial  of  Patty 
Hearst. 

A  cultic  relationship  is  said  to  be  one  in 
which  a  person  becomes  totally  or  nearly 
totally  dependent  on  someone  else  for  all 
major  life  decisions.  The  leader  convinces 
his  or  her  followers  that  he  or  she 
possesses  some  special  talent  or  gift . 

“The  great  difficulty  which  exists  in 
the  study  of  cults  unfortunately  prevents 
the  rehabilitation  of  its  victims."  Dr. 
Singer  listed  lour  major  myths  ana 
presuppositions  which  impede  the 
experts  in  their  study  of  the  techniques  of 
persuasion  and  control.  As  a 
consequence,  the  establishment  of  care 
techniques  is  rare. 

The  myths  Dr.  Singer  listed  were  the 
following: 

1.  The  belief  that  people  have  that  the 
mind  is  too  strong  to  be  influenced 
against  the  will  of  the  individual  and 
consequently  cannot  be  influenced  or 
persuaded.  These  people  deny  the  cultic 


process  and  assume  that  they  are  beyond 
its  reach. 

2.  People  who  get  involved  in  cults  get 
what  they  deserve  or  are  dolts.  Individuals 
who  hold  this  belief  deny  the  existence  of 
mind-control  groups. 

3.  People  that  get  involved  in  cults  are 
pathological  types  and  deviants. 

4.  The  “seeker  theory”  claims  that  cult 
members  look  for  a  group  of  people  with 
pre-selected  features.  Those  who  believe 
this  theory  “are  often  more  susceptible” 
to  the  cultic  process. 

Dr.  Singer  claimed  that  of  the  three 
thousand  people  that  she  interviewed 
who  are  or  were  involved  in  cults,  “none 
were  actively  seeking  a  guru  who  would 
lead  them  into  a  world  of  prostitution, 
flower-selling,  cocaine-use,  child  abuse 
or  living  off  garbage.  ’ ' 

The  problem  according  to  Dr.  Singer  is 
that  laymen  and  professionals  blame  the 
victims  and  consequently  fail  to  recognize 
and  understand  the  cultic  relationship. 
Cults  today  use  the  "Thought  Reform 
Process”  which  is  a  behavioural 
reconstruction  program  carried  out  with 
the  intent  to  systematically  manipulate  an 
individual  both  psychologically  and 
socially.  This  new  technique  therefore 
demands  that  the  individual  obtains  a 
sense  of  powerlessness.  Techniques  of 
manipulation  include  rewards, 
punishments  and  experience  which  elicit 
new  behaviour.  The  process  of  thought 
reform  is  a  step-by-step  one  based  on 
logic  and  control. 
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Talmudic  Conspiracy? 

Keegstra’s  Argument  Refuted 


by  Melech  Tanenzapf 

This  past  summer,  the  Globe  and  Mail 
published  an  article  which  was  headlined 
‘‘Talmud  source  of  conspiracy,  Keegstra 
says”.  Keegstra’s  fantasies,  reminiscent 
of  the  fictional  ‘Protocols  of  the  Elders  of 
Zion’,  went  unchallenged  In  the 
courtroom.  No  objection  was  raised 
because  the  Crown  did  not  want  to  be 
dragged  into  polemics  with  the  anti- 
'  Semite.  However  absurd  Keegstra’s  ideas 
may  be,  though,  his  use  of  passages  out  of 
context,  half-lies,  and  leaps  of  logic  may 
have  fed  fuel  to  the  notion  that  there  may 
be  some  grain  of  truth  in  Keegstra’s 
assertions.  At  the  risk  of  engaging  in 
apologetics,  and  of  reducing  3298  years 
of  Tradition  to  a  few  sentenced,  three 
Keegstra’s  statements  are  examined. 

‘  'Jews  could  render . . .  oaths  invalid  by 
reciting  the  Kol  Nidre.”  In  reality,  Ko! 
Nidre  can  only  nullify  oaths  which  an 


individual  can  no  longer  recall  having 
made.  This  prevents  eternal  obligation 
for  a  long  forgotten  statement.  An  oath 
which  an  individual  is  cognizant  of 
having  made  is  unaffected  by  the  Kol 
Nidre  formula.  In  fact,  such  import  is 
given  to  what  one  utters  that  the  Talmud 
states,  “Swearing  falsely  is  a  serious 
infraction  for  which  the 
Torah  prescribes  the  punishment  of 
karet."  (Yoma  86a).  ( Karel  may  be 
loosely  translated  as  “premature 
death”).  The  Talmud  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  concept  of  swearing 
falsely. 

Another  passage  seemed  to  condone 
sex  with  girls  under  three  ...  “because 
their  virginity  would  return.”  In  reality, 
the  passage  (presumably  Jer.  Ket.  1:2) 
does  nothing  of  the  sort.  A  girl  under 
three  years  of  age  who  receives  an  injury  or 
who  is  attacked  is  protected  and  has  the 


rights  of  a  “virgin”.  The  passage  serves 
to  clarify  her  legal  status  by  stating  that  she 
should  be  considered  as  one  to  whom  no 
injury  has  occurred.  The  Talmud  views 
ail  such  assaults  and  exploitations  as  so 
reprehensible  and  repulsive  that  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  argue  the  point.  Instead, 
the  reader  may  wish  to  refer  to  Ket.  1  la, 
Av.  Zar.  20a,  Ned.  20a,  Shab.  64b,  Lev. 
18:6,  20:23,  22:32,  Deut.  28:9,  and  to  the 
commentaries. 

‘‘It  was  acceptable  for  Israelites  to  rob 
them  (Cutheans)  or  withhold  wages  ...” 
Cutheans,  identified  with  the  present-day 
Samaritans,  were  idol  worshippers 
forcibly  exiled  to  Israel  by  an  Assyrian 
king.  The  Cutheans  waged  a  prolonged 
and  bitter  war  against  the  Jews. 
Nonetheless,  the  law  concerning  theft 
docs  not  differentiate  between  Jew  and 
Gentile:  “One  who  steals  money  worth  a 
continued  page  8 


Soviet  Student  Jailed 


by  Debi  Medzon  &  Robert  Singer 
BORIS  KALENDAREV 
Soviet  Jewish  Prisoner  of  Conscience 
Date  of  Birth—  July  17, 1957 

Place  of  Birth—  Leningrad 

Marital  Status  —  Single 

Occupation  —  Student 

Charge  —  Draft  Evasion 

Sentence  —  2  years  forced 

labour 

Boris  and  his  parents  first  applied  for 
an  exit  visa  in  November  1973,  when 
Boris  was  15  years  old.  They  were 
refused  on  the  grounds  that  Boris’ 
mother,  Evjenya,  had  acquitcd  “state 
secrets”  while  working  at  a  radio 
electronics  institute.  She  was  actually 
constructing  boxes  in  which  radios  were 
packed  and  has  not  worked  at  this 
factory  since  1972.  Since  1973,  the 
family  has  been  refused  visas  several 
times  and  Boris  has  also  been  refused 
when  he  applied  for  a  visa  on  his  own 
account,  on  the  ground  that  he  may  have 
acquired  “secrets”  from  his  mother. 

Until  1977,  Boris  studied  physics  at 
the  institute  in  Leningrad.  Upon 
entering  the  third  year  of  his  programme 
he  discovered  that  war  studies  and  an 
army  training  course  were  compulsory 
part  of  the  curriculum.  Realising  that 
any  access  to  even  insignificant  military 
data  would  be  used  as  an  excuse  by  the 
authorities  to  deny  him  an  exit  visa, 
Boris  asked  to  study  politics  as  there  he 
would  not  be  in  contact  with  any 
military  information.  He  was  not 
permitted  to  change  departments  and 
was  barred  from  transferring  to  night 
school. 

Unable  to  fulfill  the  student 
requirements  for  fear  of  jeopardizing  his 
chance  of  receiving  an  exit  visa  to  Israel, 
Boris  was  expelled  from  his  studies.  As  a 
consequence  of  losing  his  student  status 
Boris  became  eligible  to  be  drafted  into 
the  army.  In  January  1977  he  received 
his  first  "call-up”  papers  but  refused  to 
respond  to  them.  If  he  were  to  serve  in 
the  army  he  would  have  to  wail  at  least 
five  more  years  as  he  would  be  labelled 
as  a  “security  risk”  before  he  could 
hope  to  go  to  Israel.  Refusing  to  be 
conscripted,  Boris  risked  a  prison 
sentence.  He  wrote  lengthy  statements  to 
the  draft  commission  explaining  why  he 
did  not  wish  to  serve  in  the  Soviet 
Armed  Forces,  including  the  fact  that  he 
already  had  Israeli  citizenship.  He  was 
then  forced  to  go  into  hiding.  


send  stamps  —  they  are  not  allowed  to 
be  mailed  to  the  USSR.  Once  a 
correspondence  is  established  let  the 
individual  be  your  guide  as  to  content. 
NUMBER  YOUR  LETTERS,  Letter  #1, 
#2,  etc. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  write  every  2 
weeks,  not  waiting  for  a  reply  before 
sending  your  next  letter.  Never  write 
anything  political  or  make  remarks  that 
attack  the  Soviet  system  or  politics  of 
any  kind. 

Here  is  an  example  of  a  possible  letter: 


During  the  time  Boris  was  in  hiding, 
over  one  year,  his  parents’  fiat  was 
visited  regularly  by  the  Military  Police, 
who  were  looking  for  him.  On  March 
8th,  1979,  while  Boris  was  riding  on  a 
bus  in  Leningrad,  the  bus  was  stopped 
by  four  plainclothes  policemen  who 
dragged  him  away.  Boris  was  charged 
and  taken  to  prison. 

On  May  15th,  1979,  Boris  was 
brought  to  trial  in  Leningrad.  A  British 
lawyer,  who  had  managed  to  smuggle 
himself  into  the  court,  described  the 
proceedings  as  a  “nightmare  and  a 
travesty”.  Judge  Potekhin  said  that 
“Taking  into  account  the  special  nature 
of  the  crime,  the  court  considered  it 
necessary  to  isolate  (Boris)  from 
society.”  The  judge  pronounced  a 
sentence  of  two  years  in  a  forced  labour 
camp.  Since  then  Boris’  appeal  has  been 
rejected  and  he  was  transferred  to  the 
labour  camp  in  August  1979,  thus 
becoming  the  youngest  Jewish  Prisoner 
of  Conscience. 

We  of  the  Oppressed  Jewry 
Committee  of  the  Jewish  Students’ 
Union  has  begun  a  letter  writing 
campaign  to  a  number  of  student 
refuseniks.  We  feel  the  contacts 
established  through  this  campaign  will 
display  our  concern  for  the  plight  of 
these  students.  It  is  of  vital  importance 
that  these  refuseniks  realize  that  we  in 
Canada  have  not  forgotten  them. 

In  your  letter  to  a  refusenik  you  may 
write  in  English  or  Hebrew  (Yiddish, 
Russian)  on  any  subject  that  is  not 
political  and  does  not  express  any  anti 
Soviet  sentiment.  Tell  about  yourself, 
your  family,  your  life  as  a  student  and 
your  city.  In  the  first  letter  avoid  direct 
references  to  emigration  or  Israel.  Ask 
your  refusenik  to  write  about  himself, 
but  understand  his  inability  to  write 
_  freely  on  sensitive  matters.  DO  NOT 


Dear_ 


student  at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada.  I  am 
studying  _ , 


_  year  of  study.  V/hat  are 


you  studying?  I  have 
brothers  and 


Toronto  is  the  capital  of  Ontario  with  a 
population  of  2.5  million  people.  Many 
tourists  come  to  Toronto  to  visit  the  CN 
Tower  which  is  the  tallest  free  standing 
structure  in  the  world,  etc. 

Please  write  me  about  yourself. 

Your  friend, 

Your  address 

NAME 

Street 

City,  Province 
Postal  Code 
Country 

This  is  the  address  of  Boris’  parents’ 
home: 

USSR 

RSFSR 

LENINGRAD  196070 
BASSEINAYA  12/81 
KALENDAREV,  BORIS 
Please  drop  your  letter  off  in  an 
addressed  envelope  to  the  JSU  (address 
below)  and  the  JSU  will  pay  for  postage. 
Donations  for  postage  would  be  greatly 
appreciated  as  the  money  will  be  used  to 
register  your  letter. 

For  more  information  please  contact: 

Robert  Singer 

Jewish  Students’  Union 

604  Spadina  Avenue 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M5S2H4 

Phone  number  923-9861 
PLEASE  WRITE!  EVERY  LETTER 
COUNTS! 


Tel- Aide 
Launched 

by  Jewish 
Congress 

by  Sharon  Ages 

Tel-Aide  was  established  six  months 
ago  by  the  Toronto  Jewish  Congress.  The 
Jewish  community  became  aware  of  the 
need  for  a  Jewish  distress  agency  when  it 
began  to  consider  how  many  distress  calls 
were  being  received  by  regular  Jewish 
organizations  which  were  simply  not 
equipped  to  handle  such  calls.  Whereas 
agencies  like  the  Jewish  Family  &  Child 
Service  offer  long  term  counselling,  the 
purpose  of  Tel-Aide  is  to  provide  a  phone 
number  that  people  can  dial  when  they 
are  lonely  or  depressed  and  want  to  talk  to 
someone  right  away. 

Although  Tel-Aide  welcomes  non- 
Jewish  callers  as  well,  the  service  can 
offer  help  to  people  who  speak  only 
Yiddish  or  to  Russian  immigrants  who 
have  language  difficulties.  Tel-Aide  can 
also  deal  with  callers  who  have  problems 
that  must  be  understood  in  their  Jewish 
context.  Volunteers  have  had 
conversion-related  calls  where  Jews 
wanting  to  marry  non-Jews  are  distressed 
over  threats  of  ostracization  from  their 
families.  Other  callers  have  discussed 
their  holocaust  experiences,  and  still 
others  have  preferred  to  cal!  Tel-Aide 
because  they  feel  more  comfortable 
turning  to  a  specifically  Jewish  agency  for 
help. 

While  efforts  are  being  made  to  extend 
the  hours  of  service,  two  open  lines 
operate  from  10  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  daily 
except  on  the  Sabbath  and  Jewish 
holidays.  The  service  caters  to  people 
who  are  emotionally  distressed,  lonely,  or 
just  in  need  of  someone  to  talk  to. 

A.11  of  the  staff  at  Tel-Aide  are 
volunteers  but  do  not  necessarily  have 
prior  experience  in  the  area.  Every 
volunteer  goes  through  a  training  course 
where  they  attend  4  to  5  sessions  of  2 
hours  at  a  time,  one  a  week.  The  sessions 
deal  primarily  with  experiential  learning 
and  the  use  of  role-playing  techniques 
where  possible  scenarios  are  simulated 
and  constructive  feedback  given  as  to  the 
appropriatenes  of  responses.  Attendance 
at  the  training  sessions  is  mandatory 
before  anyone  is  allowed  to  go  on  the 
phones.  Occasionally  psychiatrists  or 
psychologists  are  invited  as  guests  to 
speak  on  relevant  topics. 

Volunteers  are  given  a  set  of  rules  by 
which  to  abide.  Among  these  are 
instructions  for  how  to  respond  to  suicide 
suggestions.  Volunteers  are  only  allowed 
to  give  their  first  names.  After  each  phone 
call  report  must  be  filled  out. 

When  asked  if  there  were  any  criteria 
for  choosing  volunteers  a  spokesman  for 
Tel-Aide  stated  that  there  are  basically  3 
prerequisites:  a  lot  of  common  sense, 
humanity  and  the  ability  to  take  people’s 
problems  seriously.  What  happens, 
explained  another  spokesman,  is  that 
people  weed  themselves  out  during  the 
training  sessions  and  most  people  who  get 
interested  usually  only  apply  if  they  feel 
capable  of  the  task.  The  Tel-Aide  number 
is  636-9610.  Those  interested  in 
volunteering  should  call  the  same 
number. 
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Cult  Awareness  Week  Marred 
With  Controversy 


from  page  I 

Dr.  Singer  spoke  further  on  the  use  of 
hyperventilation  and  hypnosis,  a 
technique  used  by  psychotherapy  cults 
to  create  enforced  dependence  which 
creates  loyal  cult  members.  In  her 
conclusion,  the  professor  gave  some  very 
important  watch  signs  to  avoid 
involvement  in  cultic  relations.  Dr. 
Singer’s  “Bewares”: 

1 .  Beware  of  individuals  who  have  a 
new  form  of  psychology  or  new  type  of 
living  arrangement  based  on 
“awareness”. 

2.  Beware  of  individuals  who  are 
overzealous. 

3.  Beware  of  individuals  who  claim  to 
have  ‘.‘secret  knowledge”  or  claim  “to  be 
a  star”. 

4.  Beware  of  individuals  who  try  to 
“strip  away  at  your  adulthood  and  sense 
of  privacy.” 

5.  Beware  of  individuals  who  want  you 
to  cut  off  all  your  relationships  with 
others  including  family  and  friends. 

6.  Beware  of  individuals  who  demand 
you  consult  them  before  making 
decisions  concerning  yourself. 

7.  Beware  of  individuals  and  interest 
groups  which  allow  you  “no  freedom  to 
differ.” 

8.  Beware  of  groups  or  individuals  who  / 


By  Jeff  Springer 


The  Second  Annual  Cult  Awareness 
Week  (CAW)  was  held  September  18  to 
the  2 1  st  at  the  University  of  Toronto. 

CAW  was  a  week-long  educational 
forum  designed  to  educate  the  University 
of  Toronto  community  about  the 
coercive  techniques  used  by  cults  to 
recruit  and  indoctrinate  their  members. 
The  programme  was  co-ordinated  by  the 
Jewish  Students’  Union  and  co¬ 
sponsored  by  various  community 
synagogues  and  many  campus  groups 
including  the  Varsity  Christian 
Fellowship. 

Throughout  the  week,  the  lectures  and 
workshops  sponsored  by  the  Cult 
Awareness  Programme  (CAP)  were 
picketed  by  demonstrators  of  the  Church 
of  Scientology  (COS).  COS  spokesmen 
repeatedly  claimed  that  CAW  was 
attacking  freedom  of  religion  although 


nowhere  in  literature  distributed  nor  in 
any  lectures  was  the  status  of  the  COS,  or 
any  other  group  religiosity  questioned. 
Jordan  Max,  Chairman  of  the  CAW 
committee  stated:  “we  are  not  concerned 
with  the  beliefs  of  these  groups  but  with 
their  techniques”. 

One  of  the  most  interesting 
programmes  was  an  ex-cult  member 
panel  discussion  at  Victoria  College 
which  included  ex-Scientology  members, 
Drs.  Robert  and  Sylvia  Shackleton. 
Robert  Shackelton  mentioned  he 
recognized  10-15  Scientologists  in  the 
audience  and  he  even  noticed  his  sister 
from  Kitchener  who  he  had  not  seen  since 
he  left  the  church  about  9  months  ago. 
Responding  to  criticism  of  CAW  he  said 
“I  wish  someone  was  around<to  tel!  me 
what  would  happen  (when  I  joined  a  cult), 
that  at  the  end  of  my  three  years  my 
family  wouldn’t  talk  to  me  any  more’ ' . 

Ian  Haworth,  Director  of  the  Council 
on  Mind  Abuse  (COMA)  says  one  of  his 


greatest  concerns  is  the  deceptive  nature 
of  cult  recruiting  techniques.  He  said  that 
if  a  cult  is  going  to  recruit,  it  should  do  so 
in  an  ethical  manner.  The  cult  should 
reveal  the  nature  of  the  committment  that 
is  being  asked  of  the  potential  recruit. 
This  method  includes  using  the  formal 
name  of  the  group  and  an  up-front 
presentation  of  the  cults’  beliefs  and 
coercive  techniques  used. 

Other  topics  covered  during  CAW 
were  Cults  and  Colleges,  Resisting  Mind 
Control  and  the  Status  of  Women  and 
Child  Abuse  in  Cults. 

The  keynote  lecture  of  the  week  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  Margaret  Singer,  a 
psychologist  from  the  University  of 
California  and  the  foremost  expert  in  the 
field  of  cultism.  Her  topic  was 
“Psychotherapy  Cults,  A  Growing 
Phenomenon”.  The  lecture,  held  at  St. 
Michael’s  College  was  the  highlight  of 
the  week  with  about  175  people 
attending. 


want  to  take  your  possessions . 

9.  Beware  of  groups  that  claim  that  you 
must  stay  as  “your  future  is  only  with 
them.” 

10.  Beware  of  groups  in  which  you  are 
treated  poorly,  unable  to  resist,  or  are 
made  to  feel  unworthy. 
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Shamir  Visits  Japan 


ByJimHershberg 

(JSPS)  TOKYO  -  Israeli  Foreign 
Minister  Yitzchak  Shamir’s  recent  visit 
to  Japan  is  concrete  evidence  that  Japan 
is  warming  up  its  ties  with  Israel  as  part  of 
an  effort  to  take  a  more  active  political 
role  in  the  Middle  East,  Japanese  and 
Israeli  diplomats  say. 

“We  are  testing  the  waters”,  said 
Kunisada  Kume,  deputy  director- 
general  of  the  Japanese  Foreign 
Ministry’s  bureau  of  Middle  Eastern  and 
African  Affairs.  “We  are  trying  to 
upgrade  our  relations  with  Israel  in  order 
to  broaden  the  scope  of  our  diplomacy 
toward  the  Middle  East .  ’  ’ 

Both  Japanese  and  Israeli  officials  link 
Shamir’s  visit,  and  a  preceding  flurry  of 
exchanges,  to  what  they  describe  as  a 
more  balanced  economic  relationship 
between  Japan  and  the  Arab  world. 

While  Japan  still  imports  nearly  70 
percent  of  its  oil  from  the  Persian  Gulf  - 
mostly  Saudi  Arabia  and  Iran  --  that  is  a 
ten  percent  drop  from  the  period 
following  the  October  1973  Arab-Israeli 
War,  when  an  Arab  oil  embargo  sent 
prices  skyrocketing.  The  oil  weapon  has 
been  blunted  in  recent  years  by  a  glut  on 
the  market,  and  in  Japan’s  case,  by  the 
emergence  of  a  Japanese  economic 
counterweight  that  has  made  its  trade  ties 
witlj  the  Arab  world  a  two-way  street . 

“Japan’s  vulnerability  vis-a-vis  Arab 
countries  has  diminished  compared  to  ten 
years  ago”,  said  Kume  in  a  recent 
interview.  “Now  our  relation  is  based  on 
interdependence.  They  need  Japan  as  a 
buyer  of  oil,  as  a  major  supplier  of  goods, 
construction  help,  development 
assistance  and  so  on.  This  has  given  us 
greater  maneuverability .” 

For  this  reason,  Israeli  diplomats  in 
Tokyo  have  argued  that  Japan,  which 
chilled  but  did  not  break  diplomatic 


relations  with  Israel  after  1973,  need  not 
fear  Arab  retaliation  if  it  becomes 
friendlier  with  Israel. 

One  sign  that  Japan  is  willing  to  test 
this  theory  is  a  number  of  industrial 
contacts  initiated  in  recent  months.  This 
spring,  a  delegation  of  Japanese 
industrialists  visited  Israel  to  investigate 
high-technology  and  investment 
opportunities. 

In  April  the  Japanese  Chamber  of 
Commerce  organized  a  seminar  on  Israeli 
high-technology  attended  by  200 
Japanese  businessmen,  after  demurring 
on  previous  occasions.  And,  most 
concretely,  the  first  joint  production 
venture  between  Israeli  and  Japanese 
firms  was  agreed  on  in  June. 

Politically,  Shamir’s  visit  to  Japan  and  the 
expected  return  cal!  by  Japanese  Foreign 
Minister  Shinataro  Abe  are  the  most 
tangible  indications  yet  of  a  new  phase  in 
Japanese-Israeli  ties,  but  officials  say  the 
once-strained  atmosphere  between  the 
two  countries  has  already  improved 
dramatically. 

“There  has  been  a  change  which  one 
can  notice  very  vividly,  since  the  oil 
market  has  changed,  since  there  has  been 
less  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Arabs,  since 
Japan  has  found  it  should  not  only  act  as 
an  economic  power  but  also  as  a  power  in 
the  international  field,”  commented  an 
Israeli  official  in  Tokyo.  “With  all  out 
lack  of  assets  here,  relations  are  fairly 
good,”  one  official  added,  noting  the 
absence  of  a  substantia!  Jewish 
community  in  Japan  that  could  speak  up 
for  Israel  to  counteract  Japan's  strong 
economic  connections  to  the  Arab  world . 
Still,  officials  predict  any  evolution  in 
Japanese  policy  toward  Israel  will  be 
gradual  rather  than  dramatic,  and  Israel 
concedes  that  there  are  few  hopeful  signs 


in  the  area  where  it  most  needs  help  these 
days:  the  economy. 

Most  Japanese  firms  adhere  to  the 
Arab  boycott  imposed  since  1973,  and 
Israel  is  skeptical  of  Tokyo’s  claims  that 
the  government  has  no  say  in  the  policies 
of  private  companies.  As  a  result, 
Japanese  exports  to  Israel  have  remained 
low  -  about  60  million  dollars  in  1984 
compared  to  220  million  dollars  of  Israeli 
exports,  primarily  diamonds,  to  Japan. 

Also  disquieting  to  Israel  is  Japan’s 
stand  -  reiterated  by  the  Foreign  Minister 
during  a  July  Middle  East  tour  that 
included  talks  with  Syrian  and  Saudi 
leaders  and  PLO  participation. 
Jerusalem  opposes  both  ideas. 

But  Japanese  officials  point  out  that 
any  heightening  of  Tokyo’s  Middle  East 
role  would  of  necessity  involve  a  closer 
relationship  with  Israel. 

“Abe’s  visit  should  be  seen  in  that 
context,"  said  Kume.  “We’re  trying  to 
increase  our  contacts  with  both  sides, 
including  the  Israelis.  In  the  past  we’ve 
concentrated  on  the  Israel-Iraq  war, 
because  that  was  more  important  to  us 
economically.  We  are  fully  aware  that 
our  role  in  the  Arab-Israeli  dispute  is 
limited  (but)  we  are  expected  to  be  more 
active  in  the  region  politically  and  not  just 
f rom  an  economic  view.  ’ ' 

Since  emerging  from  the  American 
occupation  after  World  War  II,  the 
Japanese  government  has  tread  gingerly 
in  international  politics,  and  relied  on 
Washington’s  nuclear  umbrella  for 
protection.  The  upswing  in  diplomatic 
activity  in  the  Middle  East  is  widely  seen 
as  reflecting  Japanese  desires  to  begin 
placing'  a  global  political  role 
commensurate  with  its  economic 
superpowerstatus. 

continued  page  8 


Advertisement 
The  Jewish  Marriage  Education 
Committee  presents  its  15th  Fall  Lecture 
Series  for  engaged  and  newly  married 
couples. 

Our  sessions  focus  on  issues  that  are  of 
paramount  importance  to  a  young 
married  couple.  We  invite  you  to  come 
and  hear  our  noteworthy  speakers  and  to 
participate  in  our  discussions . 

We  will  be  meeting  at  Shaarei  Tefillah 
Congregation,  3600  Bathurst  St.,  at  8:00 
p.m.  (except  for  Mikveh  Tour  and 
Discussion  Period). 

Monday,  October  28,  1985 
Introductions:  The  Marriage 

Ceremony 

Speaker:  Rabbi  B.  Taub,  Congregation 
Beth  Avraham  Yoseph 

Monday,  November  4, 1985 

Love  Day  In  /Day  Out:  Essential 

Communication  Skills 

Speaker:  Mr.  A.  Friedman,  M.S.W., 

Jewish  Family  and  Child  Services 

Monday,  November  1 1 , 1985 
The  Extended  Family:  Parents  and  In¬ 
laws 

Speaker:  Professor  L.  Davids  —  Sociology 
York  University 

Sunday,  November  17, 1985 
Mikveh  Tour  and  Discussion  Period 
Will  take  place  at  Koschitzky  Building, 
694  Sheppard  Ave.  W.(comer  Bryant),  at 
I:30p.m. 

Monday,  November  18, 1985. 

The  Sum  and  Substance  of  the  Jewish 
Marriage 

Speaker:  Rabbi  M.  Stem,  Shaarei 
Tefillah  Congregation 

Monday,  November  25.  1985 

The  Financial  Concerns  of  a  Young 
couple 

Speaker:  Mr.  M.  Bench.  M.B.A.,  Bench 
andDonathC.A.’s 

Refreshments  will  be  served 
Suggested  Donation:  SI  5. 00  per  couple 

For  further  information  call: 

Dr.  L.  Davids  —  636-0326 
Debby  Posner  — 636-7943 
Y udi  and  Sarah  Plonka — 638-3323 
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Welcome  to  the  1985  Scribe,  your 
Jewish  Students’  Union  paper.  We,  as  the 
new  editors,  believe  we  have  retained  the 
best  of  the  old,  as  well  as  added  a  new 
look  and  a  new  slant  to  the  paper . 

This  year  a  special  effort  will  be  made 
to  serve  the  needs  of  Jewish  students  at  U 
of  T.  "How?”  you  may  ask.  Well,  we’ve 
got  a  number  of  ideas  for  things  we  want 
to  try,  but,  "ask  not  what  the  Scribe  can 
do  for  you,  but  ask  what  you  can  do  for 
the  Scribe.”  We  need  your  input.  Send  us 
letters.  Do  an  article  for  us  and  brush  up 
on  your  writing  skills.  We  would  be 
utterly  thrilled  if  you  would  copy  edit,  do 
layout  or  graphics,  help  sell  ads,  take 
pictures,  type,  or  otherwise  lend  us  your 
undoubtedly  myriad  talents.  Experience 
not  necessary.  Just  leave  a  note  in  our  box 
at  the  JSU  at  604  Spadina  Avenue  or  call 


us  at  926-8792. 

Plans  for  future  articles  include  kosher 
restaurant  reviews,  Hashomer  Hatzair, 
Israeli  short  wave  radio,  Esther  Jungreis, 
and  other  assorted  miscellany. 

As  for  this  issue,  thanks  go  to  JSU 
powers-that-be  Colin  Ripsman  and  Jeff 
Springer,  JSU  secretary  Karen  Anthony, 
word-processing  demons  Julia 
Greenfield  and  Marla  Powers,  all  our 
writers,  advertisers  and  layout  staff  and 
anyone  else  we  may  have  forgotten.  Extra 
special  thanks  go  to  Eric  Geringas  and  the 
Gargoyle  without  whom  etc.  and  so 
forth. 

This  is  our  first  issue.  We’ve  still  got 
lots  to  learn.  We  hope  that  we  will  be  able 
to  provide  the  campus  with  a  solid, 
provocative  Jewish  newspaper.  You  can 
helpusdoit. 


Award  Proposed  in  Memory  of 
Slain  Olympic  Athletes 

& 


by  Rabbi  Moshe  Silverman 

We  live  in  a  period  of  time  in  which  at 
any  moment  an  earth-shaking  event  may 
happen  that  is  viewed  by  a  large  segment 
of  the  world.  It  may  be  an  act  of  the 
Creator,  such  as  an  earthquake  in 
Mexico,  or  it  may  be  an  act  of  the 
created,  like  the  terrorist  hijacking  of  a 
cruise  ship. 

A  pious  sage  once  said  that  one  snould 
learn  from  everything  he  or  she  sees  and 
hears.  In  the  case  of  terrorism  we  are 
reminded  how  savage  individuals  or 
group  leaders  may  be.  We  are  further 
shown,  at  times,  how  dishonest  some 
world  leaders  can  be  through  their  siding 
with  terrorists  and  forgetting  about  the 
victims,  or  justice. 


Got  the  Cheshvan  Blues 


By  Stephen  W.  Beker 

The  fall  term  at  university  is  half  over 
but  for  most  Jewish  students  full  time 
Studies  are  just  commencing.  The  holiday 
stuffed  month  of  Tishrei  necessitated 
nearly  abandoning  classes  up  until 
recently.  This  posed  a  unique  problem 
that  we  shared  as  Jewish  students. 

Rosh  Hashanah,  Yom  Kippur,  Sukkot 
and  Shemini  Atzcret  and  Simchat  Torah 
forced  many  Jewish  students  into  three 
day  school  weeks.  Three  day  weeks  were 
great  back  in  elementary  and  junior  high 
school  when  most  of  us  would  have, 
smashed  our  kneecaps  to  miss  a  few  days 
of  school.  However,  now  that  we're  big 
boys  and  girls,  missed  classes,  tutorials 
and  labs  create  a  problem  not  to  be 
envied. 

The  end  of  October  is  a  crucial  turning 
point  in  Jewish  university  life.  The  once 
distant-sounding  due  dates  for  essays  are 
fast  approaching  and  the  black  cloud  of 
mid-terms  lingers  in  the  air.  Jewish 
students  arc  in  disarray  trying  desparately 
to  catch  up  before  the  "crunch” .  Could  it 
be  more  obvious  why  they  call  this  month 
Mar  Chesvan  (bitter  chesvan)?  We  spend 
the  entire  month  bombing  midterms  for 
which  wc  had  no  notes. 


This  year  the  situation  was  exacerbated 
by  the  holidays  falling  predominantly  on 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays.  These  were  the 
two  heaviest  days  in  the  university 
schedule.  In  most  cases  it  was  not  possible 
to  choose  a  course  load  with  a  light 

Monday  and  Tuesday.  One  must  really 
question  the  prudence  in  choosing  a 
programme  of  Celtic  Studies  and  Home 
Economics  solely  to  avoid  missing  hours 
of  instruction. 

There  are  other  difficulties  associated 
with  the  holidays  that  go  beyong  the 
classes.  Returning  to  university  after  a 
couple  of  days  in  shut  can  be  a  singularly 
unpleasant  experience.  I  purposely 
referred  earlier  to  Tishrei  as  being  a 
stuffed  month.  This  is  exactly  the  way 
many  Jews  feel  after  seventeen  pieces  of 
gefilte  fish,  chicken  soup,  chicken  ...  etc. 
(If  I  could  study  as  well  as  my  mother 
cooks  I  wouldn’t  be  writing  this  article). 
Furthermore,  the  mind  set  is  completely 
tuned  away  from  studies  after  a  holiday. 
Cholent  and  Lagrange  polynomials  don’t 

With  the  holidays  finally  over  the 
Jewish  student  has  to  take  serious  action. 
He/She  must  first  explain  to  his/her  non- 


Jewish  friends  and  professors  that  ’all 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays  are  not  Jewish 
holidays’.  This  is  easier  said  than  done. 
One  Jewish  student  upon  returning  for 
the  first  Tuesday  night  class  in  over  a 
month  was  accused  by  his  non-Jewish 
friend  of  being  "mechalel  Tuesday" 
(breaking  the  holiness  of  Tuesday).  The 
next  task  is  to  collect  notes  from  the 
designated  notetaker,  which  is  roughly 
the  same  thing  as  a  designated  hitter. 
Finally  the  diligent  student  must  work 
furiously  to  make  up  for  lost  time.  This 
situation  is  a  serious  problem  with  few 
apparent  solutions.  However,  since  U  of 
T  is  a  non-Jewish  university  this 
circumstance  will  not  likely  change 
before  you-know-what  freezes  over. 
Perhaps  the  best  attitude  to  adopt  is  the 
one  endorsed  by  baseball-player-turned- 
philosopher  Mickey  Rivers  who  said, 
“Ain’t  no  use  worrying  about  things 
you  ain’t  got  no  control  over,  cause  if  you 
ain’t  got  no  control  over  it  there  ain’t  no 
use  worrying.” 

Best  of  luck  in  your  personal  struggle 
for  survival  during  the  long  cold  months 
ahead.  Hebrew  University  sure  sounds 
nice  about  now. 


Terrorism  is  among  the  crudest 
crimes.  We  as  a  society  must 
acknowledge  this  and  use  every  means  to 
minimize  and  hopefully  end  such  acts. 

I  personally  am  a  sports-minded 
individual.  In  September  of  1972  a 
terrorist  event  happened  that  had  a 
profound  impact  on  the  world  and  on 
myself.  I  refer  now  to  the  1972  Munich 
Olympic  massacres.  The  uniqueness  of 
this  terrorist  act  is  that  the  nations  of  the 
world  were  indeed  gathered  to  do 
“battle”.  It  was,  however,  to  be  a 
display  of  sportsman-like  conduct  and 
competition  in  a  peaceful  manner. 

This  atmosphere  was  shattered  with 
the  murder  of  the  1 1  Israeli  athletes. 

When  1  see  or  hear  of  terrorist  acts  I 
look  back  to  1972  and  see  a  world  with  a 
choice.  We  can  be  in  a  world  where 
countries  “battle”  with  one  another  in 
beauty  and  grace,  and  enjoy  the  skills 
and  excitement,  regardless  of  winning  or 
losing.  Or,  conversely,  in  a  world  where 
groups  and  countries  promote,  train, 
assist  and  defend  terrorists  who  attempt 
to  empty  mankind  of  grace,  beauty,  and 
dignity. 

With  this  in  mind  I  worked  on  a 
project  at  this  University  to  establish  a 
special  award  at  the  University  of 
Toronto  Department  of  Athletics  and 
Recreation.  To  my  knowledge  this  is  the 
first  such  award  on  any  campus  in  the 
United  States  or  in  Canada.  I  hope  other 
campuses  will  initiate  such  an  award  to 
serve  as  an  educational  reminder  to  the 
choices  of  worlds  we  can  exist  in.  It  is 
my  hope  that  we  will  all  work  together 
for  a  world  that  competes  in  peace, 
enabling  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  each 
individual  to  be  freely  expressed. 

Awards 

The  competition  in  Peace  Awards  is 
donated  by  the  B’nai  Brith  Hillel 
Foundation  of  the  University  of 
Toronto  in  memory  of  the  eleven  Israeli 
athletes  who  were  murdered  by  terrorists 
at  the  1972  Munich  Olympics. 

The  Office  of  Student  Awards,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Awards 
Committee  of  the  Department  of 
Athletics  and  Recreation  Council  gives 
the  $250  award  annually. 

The  award  is  given  to  a  full-time 
student  who  has  achieved  a  cumulative 
average  of  Grade  B  or  better;  has  excelled 
in  inter-collegiate,  national  or 
international  athletics  competition;  has 
demonstrated  good  sportsmanship  and 
an  active  involvement  in  humanitarian 
services.  The  terms  of  the  award  shall  not 
contravene  CIAU,  OUAA  and  OWIAA 
regulations. 

Applications  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Office  of  Student  Awards  by  February 
1st. 
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Plight  of  the  Yemenite  Jews 


By  Robert  I.  Friedman 

©  1985  The  Village  voice. 

(JSPS)  —  In  1949,  in  a  rescue  mission 
code-named  Operation  Magic  Carpet, 
the  Israeli  government  airlifted  45,009 
Yemenite  Jews  to  Israel.  It  was  believed 
that  all  but  a  handful  of  the  Jews  from 
Yemen  made  the  exodus.  Recent  reports 
indicate,  however,  that  between  1500  and 
5000  Yemenite  Jews  still  live  in  remote 
mountain  villages  near  the  Saudi  Arabian 
border,  where  they  practice  a  Jewish 
orthodoxy  and  way  of  life  that  dates  back 
several  millennia.  The  Republic  of  North 
Yemen  has  forbidden  these  Jews  to  make 


contact  with  the  outside  world  and  has 
blocked  all  but  a  few  attempts  by 
foreigners  to  communicate  with  them. 

Ironically,  the  plight  of  Yemen's  Jews 
might  still  be  unknown  if  it  were  not  for 
the  FLO,  which  helped  Israeli  journalist 
Amman  Kapeliuk  get  into  North  Yemen 
last  November,  where  he  wrote  a  series  of 
articles  for  the  Hebrew-language  daily 
Yediot  Acharonot. 

Kapeliuk  was  not  the  First  Jew  the  PLO 
helped  get  into  Yemen.  The  PLO  has  also 
assisted  the  fanatically  anti-Zionist 
Brooklyn-based  branch  of  the  Neturei 
Karta  sect  in  distributing  Hebrew- 


ianguage  prayer  books  to  Yemen’s  Jews. 
According  to  a  Yemenite  Jewish 
spokesman  in  New  York,  these  texts, 
which  are  the  only  Jewish  religious  books 
allowed  in  the  country,  have  been 
doctored  to  include  anti-Zionist 
passages. 

The  situation  of  the  Jews  in  Yemen 
today  highlights  the  precarious  existence 
of  Jewish  minorities  in  the  Middle  East  - 
an  existence  that  was  further  threatened 
last  spring  after  a  Libyan  radio  bradcast 
called  upon  Arabs  in  neighboring  state  to 
slaughter  the  Jews  living  in  their  midst. 
About  80,000  Jews  remain  in  the  Islamic 
Middle  East.  Most  Yemenite  Jews  live  in 
scattered  mountain  villages  under  the 
protection  of  local  Shi’ite  sheiks.  In  this 
wild,  largely  inaccessible  tribal  area,  the 
population  has  only  a  dim  awareness  of 
the  20th  century.  While  the  Yemenite 
Jews,  who  are  mostly  employed  as 
jewelers  and  craftsmen,  reportedly  have  a 
standard  of  living  comparable  to  their 
Muslim  neighbors,  they  are  unable  to 
change  their  residence  or  to  travel  freely 
about  the  country,  and  are  forced  to  pay  a 
protection  tax  on  their  Muslim 
benefactors. 

“I  asked  one  of  my  Yemenite 
government  escorts  why  Jews  must  pay 
this  tax,”  wrote  Kapeliuk,  “and  he  told 
me  ...  because  the  Muslims  are  ‘his 
defenders’.  When  I  visited  the  town  of 
Tasada  I  found  Jews  were  permitted  to 
carry  Kalashnikovs  for  self-defence,  but 
they  were  not  allowed  to  carry  on  their 
belt  the  ‘jambiah’  (an  imposing  curved 
dagger  that  Yemenite  men  traditionally 
wear)  which  is  a  symbol  of  status  and 
authority.” 

Kapeliuk  reported  that  Yemenite  Jews 
easily  Find  employment  because  they  are 
skilled  and  diligent  workers.  “I  also 
found  that  they  are  very  orthodox  and  are 
preoccupied  with  Judaism  according  to 
their  ancient  traditions,”  Kapeliuk 
wrote.  “Unfortunately,  they  have  no 
contact  at  all  with  Israel. ’ ’ 

In  fact,  foreigners  visiting  North 
Yemen  are  discouraged  by  the 
government  from  contacting  Jews. 
Yemenite  Jews  who  have  received  letters 
or  religious  material  through  the  mail 
reportedly  have  been  beaten  and  jailed. 
In  1989,  two  black  American  Christians 
visiting  San’a,  North  Yemen's  capital, 
were  jailed  and  tortured  after  establishing 
contact  with  a  group  of  Yemenite  Jews. 

More  recently,  according  to  an  April  5 
report  in  Yediot  Acharonot,  two  Jewish 
brothers  from  the  North  Yemen  town  of 
Tsaada  were  kidnapped  (presumably  by 
government  security  forces),  after  a 
chance  encounter  with  a  group  of  Italian 
tourists  visiting  the  brothers’  jewelry 
shop.  According  to  Italian  sources 
quoted  in  the  account,  the  brothers  had 
refused  to  accept  payment  for  jewelry  the 
tourists  wanted  to  buy,  and  instead  asked 
them  to  send  prayer  books  with  the  next 
Italian  tour  group.  In  letters  and  tape 
cassettes  smuggled  out  of  North  Yemen  by 
Muslim  couriers,  Yemenite  Jews  speak  of 
a  desperate  need  for  religious  books  and 
express  the  wish  to  be  reunited  with  their 
families.  “We  live  in  darkness,"  said  one 
writer.  “We  are  afraid  in  our  own 
houses,"  wroteanothcr. 

There  is  little  the  Israeli  government 
can  do  for  Yemenite  Jews,  said  Israeli 
journalist  Amnon  Kapeliuk  during  a 
telephone  interview.  "Israel  has  no 
diplomatic  relations  with  North  Yemen. 
And  an  Entebbe-like  action  would  be 
impossible."  Moreover,  according  to  one 


Israeli  writer  in  Jerusalem,  many 
Ashkenazis  show  little  enthusiasm  for 
bringing  more  Sephardim  to  Israel  - 
especially  in  the  wake  of  Operation 
Moses,  which  recently  airlifted  10,000 
Ethiopian  Jews  to  Israel.  "The  attitude 
is,  they  (Yemenite  Jews)  didn’t  come  in 
1949  when  they  had  the  chance,  so  why 
should  we  care?” 

But  leaders  of  the  4000-member 
Yemenite  Jewish  community  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  have  been  quietly  making 
entreaties  to  the  government  of  North 
Yemen  to  allow  them  to  contact  the 
country’s  Jews.  To  date,  however,  the 
only  American  Jews  welcome  in  Yemen 
have  been  members  of  the  ultra- 
Orthodox,  anti-Zionist  Neturei  Karta. 
such  as  Rabbi  Y osef  Becher. 

Becher,  who  lives  in  the  predominantly 
Hasidic  enclave  of  Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn,  is  well  known  not  only  in 
Yemen  but  also  at  Arab  consular  offices 
in  Washington  and  New  York.  His 
vehement  anti-Israeli  tracts  reportedly 
have  been  translated  into  Arabic  by  the 
wife  of  Yemenite  consular  officer  to  the 
United  Nations,  and  widely  distributed 
throughout  the  Muslim  world.  Neturei 
Karta  declares  that  according  to  Jewish 
law,  the  Jews  are  forbidden  to  have  their 
own  state  before  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah.  Therefore,  it  says  Israel  is  an 
abomination  that  has  corrupted  the 
Jewish  spirit.  Neturei  Karta  has 
supported  the  PLO’s  UN  resolution  that 
equates  Zionism  with  racism. 

Some  years  ago,  grateful  PLO  officials 
reportedly  introduced  Becher  to 
Yemenite  authorities,  who  have 
permitted  him  to  enter  Yemen  and  spread 
his  anti-Israeli  gospel.  Sources  familiar 
with  Becher's  work  say  he  tells  the 
devoutly  orthodox  Yemenite  Jews  that 
Zionist  society  has  turned  their  relatives 
in  Israel  into  godless,  pork-eating  goys 
That  is  why,  Becher  tells  them,  life  is 
better  with  the  Muslims  in  Yemen  than 
with  the  Zionists  in  Israel.  "The  Yemen 
Arab  Republic  is  the  most  superb 
example  of  how  Jews  and  Muslims  can 
live  together  harmoniously  without  the 
interference  of  Zionism  and  Israel," 
Becher  said.  Becher's  sect  publishes  the 
Hebrew  books  that  have  been  distributed 
in  Yemen  at  a  press  in  Williamsburg. 
Sources  say  Becher  obtained  a  copy  of  a 
traditional  Yemenite  prayer  book  in 
Israel  and  inserted  anti-Israeli 
propaganda.  Becher  denies  .the 
propaganda  charge,  saying  he  merely 
adds  religion  verses  to  the  introduction, 
like  this  one  from  Psalms:  “If  the  L-rd 
does  not  build  the  house,  in  vain  does  the 
worker  toil." 

Meanwhile,  George  E.  Gruen,  director 
of  Middle  East  affairs  for  the  American 
Jewish  Committee,  is  not  optimistic  about 
being  able  to  establish  contact  with 
Yemen’s  lost  Jews.  He  said  that  two  years 
ago  the  ambassador  of  North  Yemen 
agreed  to  allow  a  mainstream  American 
Jewish  group  to  visit  San’a.  but  backed 
out  at  the  last  minute,  citing  political 
unrest  among  northern  tribesmen 

"Yemenite  authorities  are  very 
schizophrenic.  "  Gruen  says.  "On  the 
one  hand,  they  are  eager  to  attract  U.S. 
tourists,  but  on  the  other  hand,  their 
security  services  arc  very  paranoid  about 
foreigners.” 

For  now.  Yemen’s  Jews  will  have  to  be 
content  with  their  traditional  Passover 
prayer  that  implores  the  prophet  Elijah  to 
descend  from  heaven  and  lead  them  back 
to  the  Holy  Land. 


Lech  Lecha 


by  Jerroid  Landau 

Now  that  the  holidays  are  over,  the 
cycle  of  weekly  Torah  readings  has 
started  over  again  with  the  book  of 
Bereshit,  which  records  the  very  roots  of 
the  Jewish  people.  In  the  Torah  portion 
of  this  week.  Lech  Lecha,  we  see  a  very 
significant  shift  of  focus.  In  the  portions 
of  the  past  two  weeks,  we  have  read 
about  the  creation  of  the  world  and  the 
flood  story,  which  are  universal  in 
character.  From  these  portions  are 
derived  the  seven  Noachide  laws,  the 
same  Noachide  laws  which  are  held  to  be 
applicable  to  all  mankind  are  derived 
from  these  portions.  Among  them  are 
the  prohibitions  of  murder  and  robbery, 
and  the  command  to  set  up  a  legal 
system,  principles  which  are  the 
foundations  of  all  civilized  societies. 
With  the  beginning  of  Lech  Lecha, 
however,  the  focus  shifts  from  the 
universal  to  the  specific.  Out  of  all  the 
families  on  earth,  God  chooses  one  man, 
Abraham  of  blessed  memory,  to  be  the 
father  of  the  Jewish  people  and  the 
founder  of  monotheism . 

In  the  three  opening  verses  of  Lech 
Lecha,  we  have  record  of  G-d’s  first 
communication  to  Abraham.  This 
communication,  while  applying 
specifically  to  Abraham,  can  also  be 
seen  as  a  directive  for  the  Jewish  people 
throughout  history.  Abraham  is  told  to 
"Go  forth  from  your  country,  from 
your  birth  place,  and  from  the  house  of 
your  father,  unto  the  land  which  I  will 
show  you.  And  I  will  make  you  a  great 
nation,  and  I  will  bless  you,  and  I  will 
make  your  name  great;  Become  a 
blessing!  And  I  will  bless  them  that  bless 
you,  and  those  who  curse  you  will  I 
curse,  and  through  you  shall  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  be  blessed.  (Gen. 
12, 1-3). 

Let  us  look  a  little  deeper  into  the 
meaning  of  this  very  significant 
directive.  What  is  Abraham  told  to  do? 
He  is  told  to  uproot  himself,  to  leave  his 
familiar  surroundings  and  his  family,  to 
start  a  new  life  in  a  strange  place.  The 
society  in  which  Abraham  lived  was  a 
very  corrupt  society.  G-d  was  not  known 
—  the  people  worshipped  tangible  items, 
things  which  they  could  see  with  their 
own  eyes.  Since  there  was  no  supreme 
guiding  force  in  their  lives,  morality  was 
irrelevant.  The  degeneracy  of  that 
society  is  epitomized  by  Abraham’s  own 
father,  Terach,  who,  according  to 
a  Midrash,  was  a  maker  of  idols. 

Abraham  is  commanded  to  rise  above 
this  moral  morass,  to  walk  alone  if  need 
be,  to  isolate  himself  from  the 


destructive  forces  of  his  society.  Many 
times  throughout  history  the  Jew  has 
been  required  to  walk  alone,  to  stand  up 
for  what  he  believes  in,  even  in  the  face 
of  unfriendly  and  corrupt  surroundings! 
Ancient  Egypt,  Babylon,  Persia,  Greece, 
Rome,  Spain,  Medieval  Europe,  Nazi 
Germany  —  countless  empires  have 
risen  and  fallen,  but  the  Jew  has 
survived  them  all  precisely  because  he 
was  able  to  stand  above  his  | 
surroundings,  in  the  same  manner  as 
Abraham  our  forefather. 

Where  was  Abraham  commanded  to 
go?  According  to  this  passage,  he  was 
told  to  go  to  the  land  which  G-d  will 
direct  him  to.  We  all  know  that  this  land 
is  Eretz  Yisrael,  the  Land  of  Israel. 
Here,  in  the  very  first  word  of  G-d  to  the 
Jewish  people,  their  birthright  to  the 
Land  of  Israel  is  established. 

What  reward  was  Abraham  promised 
for  carrying  out  this  massive  upheaval  of 
his  life?  It  is  true  that  he  was 
promised  greatness  and  divine 
protection,  but  the  main  thing  is  that  he 
was  to  "become  a  blessing”.  To  be 
blessed  involves  receiving  gifts  from  G-d; 
but  what  does  “to  become  a  blessing” 
entail?  It  entails  the  dedication  of  one’s 
entire  life  to  the  service  of  G-d. 
Abraham’s  reward,  and  also  his  duty, 
was  that  he  was  to  become  the  source  of 
guidance  and  blessing  to  all  the  families 
of  the  earth.  Some  reward!  This  is 
really  hard  work.  However,  it  gives 
meaning  and  purpose  to  life,  a  reward 
far  greater  than  anything  tangible.  In  the 
previous  Torah  portion,  the  portion  of 
Noach,  we  find  the  nations  of  the  world 
attempting  to  build  a  great  tower, 
reaching  to  the  heavens,  so  that  they  can 
make  for  themselves  "a  great  name”. 
Not  so  with  Abraham,  his  purpose  was 
to  become  a  spiritual  force  in  the  world, 
a  force  stronger  than  any  great  name 
produced  by  human  endeavour.  In  fact, 
all  valid  moral  codes  in  existence  in  the 
world  today  derive  from  the  teachings  of 
G-d  as  communicated  to  mankind  first 
through  Abraham.  The  blessing  of 
Abraham  lives  on  strong  today,  whereas 
the  Tower  of  Babel  and  all  subsequent 
attempts  of  self-aggrandizement  by 
human  societies  have  been  swept  into  the 
dustbin  of  history. 

As  a  final  note,  let  us  see  what 
Abraham’s  reaction  was  to  this  hefty 
directive.  In  verse  4  of  chapter  12,  the 
very  next  verse  to  our  passage,  we  read 
“Abraham  went  as  G-d  had  told  him 
to.”  —  no  questions  asked.  Let  us  all 
merit  to  have  the  strength  and  courage 
to  perpetuate  the  message  of  G-d  to  the 
Jewish  people  in  the  same  spirit  as 
Abraham  our  forefather  did. 
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Herzl’s  Life  in  Song 


by  Yosef  Weinstock 

Upon  initial  consideration,  the  concept 
of  a  musical  about  the  life  of  Theodore 
Herzl  may  seem  pretty  strange.  But  why 
not?  After  all,  successful  musicals  have 
been  written  about  historical  figures  such 
as  Eva  Peron(“Evita”). 

The  new  Broadway-bound  musical 
"Don”  is  playing  at  the  Leah  Posluns 
Theatre  October  17th  through  November 
9th.  It  stars  David  Brummel  who  has 
recently  finished  touring  with  the  cast  of 
“Evita”  as  Juan  Peron,  and  features  the 
famous  Canadian  actor  Tom  Kneebone. 
The  play  was  written  by  Eric  Blau,  who  is 
probably  best  known  for  "Jacques  Brel  is 
Alife  and  Well  and  Living  in  Paris,” 
which  is  now  considered  a  classic. 
According  to  Blau,  the  purpose  of  the 
Toronto  production  is  to  "develop  the 
play”  and  “to  work  out  its  problems” 
before  its  run  on  Broadway  (scheduled 
for  1986).  The  play  is  being  performed  in 
the  Posluns  Theatre  not  only  because  of 
the  theatre’s  aesthetic  qualities,  but  also 
"because  it  is  an  appropriate  place  to  do  a 
play  about  Herzl.” 

"Herzl  the  man”  inspired  Blau  to  write 


tne  piay;  ne  nnos  nerzi  io  oe  one  oi  me 
most  fascinating  characters  in 
contemporary  history.”  Blau  states  that 
even  if  Herzl  had  never  written  Das 
Judenstaat  (the  Jewish  State)  he  would 
have  still  been  noteworthy  as  a  poet 
oTator,  novelist,  and  thinker. 

However,  the  piay  does  not  portray 
Herzl  as  a  saint  while  ignoring  the  human 
aspects  of  his  personality.  It  portrays 
Herzl  as  a  man  of  many  problems.  The 
play  deals  with  his  self-concern,  his 
uneasy  relationship  with  his  wife,  and  his 
philandering.  Also,  the  play  makes  no 
secret  of  the  fact  that  Herzl  was  a  “Jewish 
statesman  first  and  an  Eretz  Yisrael 
(Land  of  Israel)  fan  second,”  and 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  Herzl’s  primary 
concern  was  getting  the  Jews  out  of 
Europe,  net  getting  them  into  Israel . 

Although*  history  is  basically 
backdrop  to  the  play,  Blau  says  it  is  still 
treated  very  prominently.  The  play  tries 
to  maintain  as  much  historical  accuracy 
as  is  possible. 

The  author  intends  "Deri”  to  be  a  fair 
account  of  “a  Jew  who  started  a 
movement  which  then  converted  him  to  a 
tremendous  understanding  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Jew.” 


The  Alumni  Committee  ot  the  COMMUNITY  HEBREW  ACADEMY  CF  TORONTO 
presents... 


THE  C.H.A.T. 

SILVER  ANNIVERSARY 
REUNION 

It's  1985.  do  you  know  where  your  classmates  are? 

Come  and  meet  former  friends,  teachers,  and  principals 
for  an  evening  of  music  and  entertainment 


Saturday,  November  23, 1985 
8:00  p.m. 

at 

Shaarei  Shomayim  Synagogue 
470  Glencairn  Avenue  (at  Bathurst) 

Toronto,  Ontario 

Tickets  prices: 
$5  in  advance 

Refreshments  will  be  served  $7  at  the  door 


If  you  have  any  memorabilia  to  share,  or  if  you  would  like  more  information,  call: 


Tina  Pupko-Lax  636-2751 
Steve  Jakubowicz  636-6305 


Broza  belts  out  to  crowd  in  solo 


“ Woodstock ” 

by  Marla  WesficEd 

“Is  anyone  here  from  Woodstock?”, 
he  joked  as  he  snapped  his  fingers  to  the 
beat  of  the  tune.  All  laughter  aside,  David 
Broza  did  something  very  unusual  at  his 
October  19th  concert  at  the  Bloor  JCC. 
He  brought  hundreds  of  Jewish  youth 
together  for  an  evening  of  Woodstock 
like  peaceful  entertainment. 

The  evening  got  off  to  a  slow  start  due 
to  technical  difficulties  which  led  to  a 
delay  and  a  furniture  rearrangement 
session.  When  Broza  finally  appeared 
after  what  seemed  like  hours,  he  was 
greeted  by  thunderous  applauds  and 
cheering.  It  was  obvious  he  stole  the 
hearts  of  everyone  there  when  it  became 
apparent  Broza  would  perform  despite 
the  lack  cf  a  proper  amplifying  system. 
Without  a  microphone  he  billed  out  his 
songs  to  the  contentment  of  even  these  in 
the  back.  Young  and  old  alike  swayed  to 
the  music  and  song  along  with  the  twenty- 
eight  year  old  Israeli  singer-composer. 
Broza  supported  only  by  his  own 
acoustic  guitar,  played  a  variety  of  songs 
from  his  repertoire  of  Israeli  soft-rock 
sounding  like  a  combination  of  Cat 
Stevens,  Billy  Joel,  and  Julio  Iglesiaa 
Whether  his  songs  dealt  with  Israeli 
topics  such  as  war  and  peace  or  more 
conventional  subjects  like  love  and 


performance 

loneliness;  the  audience  was  always 
enthralled  by  his  charisma  and  hispanic- 
style  guitar  playing.  Between  songs  he 
quipped  about  the  Israeli  lifestyle  -  from 
beaches  to  soldiers  to  eggplant. 

Ironically,  the  lack  of  a  microphone 
turned  into  a  positive  factor;  it  brought 
Broza  and  his  fans  closer  together, 
creating  an  atmosphere  akin  to  a  real 
Israeli  Cafe.  The  concert  was  the  first 
event  in  the  Cafe  Dizengoff  organized  by 
the  Canadian  Zionist  Federation,  the 
Jewish  Community  Centre,  and  the 
Youth  and  Hechaiutz department. 

The  aim  of  the  program  is  to  provide 
Jewish  youth  with  programs  of  a  Zionist 
emphasis.  “It’s  dealing 

with  Zionist  aspects  to  bring  Jewish 
youth  closer  to  Israel  and  its  culture,” 

first  program  is  successful,  youth  will 
attend  the  other  programs  with  more 
substance.” 

Upcoming  events  include  a  lecture  on 
Jews  in  the  8Q’s  by  the  Kebbetzin  Esther 
Jungreis  on  November  17th. 

If  the  David  Broza  concert 
foreshadows  the  quality  of  the  upcoming 
Cafe  Dizengoff  events,  the  program  will 
prove  to  be  an  excellent,  taste  of  Israeli 
culture. 


Precious  Legacy 

At  ROM  through  Nov.  24 


by  L.D.  Roberts 

The  Precious  Legacy,  now  showing  at 
the  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  is  just  that;  a 
collection  of  precious  artifacts  that  serve 
as  a  legacy  to  a  lest  era’s  culture. 

This  assemblage  owes  its  existence  to 
the  Nazis’  determination  to  eliminate 
Jewish  life  in  Europe.  These  300 
Czechoslovakian  treasures  are  part  of  the 
140,000  that  Hitler  seized  during  the  war 
to  be  kept  as  a  memorium  to  what  he 
hoped  would  become  an  extinct  people. 
After  the  war,  these  articles  of  Jewish  life 
and  faith  were  turned  over  to  the 
Czechoslovakian  government,  and  today 
are  housed  in  the  State  Jewish  Museum  of 
that  country.  It  is  ironic  and  mildly 
discomforting  that  an  exhibit  of  this 
quality  is  made  up  of  stolen  and 
confiscated  goods  from  the  hemes  cf 
wartime  Czech  Jews. 

And  so,  when  viewing  this  exhibit,  one 
is  struck  with  a  feeling  of  loss  for  a  culture 
that  is  gone  yet  lives  on  in  museums 
around  the  world,  and  for  the  devout  way 
of  living  unique  to  Eastern  Europe.  This 
feeling  is  counterbalanced  by  a  sense  cf 
amazement  at  the  intricacy  of  the 
artifacts  of  which  many  are  of  the  calibre 
of  contemporary  secular  crafts. 

The  collection  is  divided  into  three 
categories  after  the  three  principles 
delineated  in  the  Pirkei  Avot  (Ethics  of 
the  Fathers):  Knowledge,  Worship  of  G- 
d,  and  acts  of  benevolence. 

Knowledge,  or  learning,  is  represented 
by  a  study  room,  or  Beit  Hamidrash, 
furnished  with  a  wooden  table  and 
benches  with  rare  texts  placed  upon  them. 
Each  of  the  festivals  is  represented  by  a 
set  of  objects  connected  with  it. 

The  display  on  the  Sabbath  includes 
spice  boxes,  candelabras,  and  assorted 
implements  of  the  seventh  day.  A  19th 
century  spice  box  from  Slovakia 
consists  ot  a  spiral  filigree  whose 
intricacy  is  never  ending.  The  Book  of 
Esther,  with  illustrations;  several 
Chanukah  menorahs,  and  a  lulav  and 


etrog  (items  used  on  Sukkot)  are 
displayed  as  well. 

A  synagogue  platform  stands  in  a  glass 
enclosure  in  the  middle  of  one  room. 
Several  old  prayer  books,  Torah 
pointers,  crowns,  shields,  and  binders  are 
visible  inside.  The  ark  is  covered  with  one 
of  the  oldest  Torah  curtains  in  existence, 
a  silk  piece  embroidered  with  metallic 
threads,  seed  pearls,  sequins,  glass 
stones,  and  metal  foil.  The  sound  of  a 
recorded  chazan  fills  the  air.  A  large 
wood  and  gold  clock  displays  the  times  at 
which  prayer  is  to  begin. 

Benevolence,  the  third  category,  in 
tradi  tion  includes  caring  of  the  home,  the 
sick,  and  the  oppressed,  visiting  the  ill, 
and  burial  ritual.  A  1 9th  century  alms  box 
that  has  a  coin  slot  in  the  palm  of  an 
outstretched  hand  is  a  symbol  of  the 
concept  of  Tzedaka  (charity).  A  brial 
wreath  made  cf  cloth,  leaves,  tulle,  and 
intertwined  wood  is  framed,  much  the 
same  as  we  frame  wedding  photos  today. 
The  rituals  which  accompany 
circumcision  and  burial  are  symbolized 
by  utensils  unique  to  each  ceremony.  The 
objects  thus  reflect  the  care  and  attention 
to  detail  that  was  taken  to  maintain  these 
rituals. 

A  circumcision  chair  with  two  seats  is 
shown.  One  seat  is  for  the  godfather  who 
holds  the  baby  in  his  arms  and  the  other  is 
for  Elijah  the  prophet,  who  is  said  to 
attend  every  such  ceremony.  The  burial 
ceremony  is  depicted  in  14  paintings 
which  originally  hung  in  the  hall  of  the 
Chevre  Kadisha  (burial  society)  in  the  late 
170Q’s. 

Despite  all  of  the  lavishness  of 
materials  and  workmanship,  the 
treasures  in  this  exhibit  retain  a  simplicity 
that  transcends  the  articles  themselves.  It 
reminds  one  of  the  loss  of  a  culture  that 
has  unique  concerns  with  the  communal 
lives  of  its  members.  This  show,  running 
through  November  24,  is  a  must-see  for 
all. 
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-The  Scribe 


JSU  President  Interrogated 


In  the  tradition  of  Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau  and  Rabbi  Moshe  Chaim 
Luzzatto,  JSU  president  Coiin  Ripsman 
is  interviewed  by  writer  for  the  short- 
handed  Scribe,  Coiin  Ripsman. 

Q:  Exactly  how  is  the  JSU  being 
administered  this  year? 

A:  This  is  the  second  year  that  the  JSU 
is  being  run  by  a  student  executive.  The 
members  of  the  executive  were  elected 
last  March  in  a  general  JSU  election.  The 
executive  includes  chairpersons  of 
Education,  Israel  Affairs,  Membership 
and  Outreach,  Oppressed  Jewry, 
Political  Action,  Publicity,  Religious 
Affairs,  Residence  and  Social  and 
Athletic  activities,  as  well  as  the  President 
and  Vice-President.  The  key  point  is  that 
the  JSU  is  being  run  for  the  students  by 
the  students  themselves. 

Q:  What  areas  do  you  feel  the  JSU  in 
previous  years  may  have 
underemphasized? 

A:  I  feel  the  area  that  needs  attention  is 
the  scope  of  the  organization.  The  JSU 
should  be  targetting  all  Jewish  students 
on  campus  and  not  just  a  smaller  group 
with  particular  interests. 

Q:  How  do  you  intend  to  deal  with  this 
area? 

A:  I  don’t  feel  that  the  programming  in 
years  past  was  a  problem.  The 
programming  of  the  JSU  has  always  been 
of  high  calibre  and  will  continue  to  be  that 
way.  The  problem  has  been  lack  of  appeal 
to  the  average  Jewish  student.  I  would 


is  an  organization  for  all  Jewish  students. 
The  student  executive  consists  of  students 
from  different  religious  backgrounds 
(Reform,  Conservative,  Orthodox, 
unaffiliated),  students  from  out-of- 
town,  residence  students,  not  to  mention 
part-time  students. 

Clearly  this  demonstrates  the  internal 
change  of  attitude  and  widening  of  focus. 
These  people  will  hopefully  have  a  ripple 
effect  through  the  organization.  There  is 
something  for  everyone  here  and  we 
would  like  all  students  to  take  advantage 
of  those  that  interest  them. 

One  misconception  that  I  would  like  to 
dispel  is  that  the  JSU  is  solely  a  religious 
organization.  We  do  conduct  a  wide 
range  of  religious  activities  and  services 
g  a  kosher  restaurant,  a  mincha 
various  study  classes,  and 
holiday  programming.  We  also  run  a 
large  number  of  programs  oriented 
around  the  social,  athletic,  cultural,  and 
Israel  end  of  things. 

Q:  How  can  the  JSU  get  more 
residence  students  involved? 

A:  The  JSU  can  be  especially 
important  for  residence  students.  In  our 
“House”  located  opposite  New  College 
on  604  Spadina  we  have  a  restaurant,  a 
lounge  with  a  colour  cable  TV,  and  a 
library.  These  are  all  there  for  the 
students  to  make  use  of,  especially  the 
residence  students  to  whom  it  offers  a 
place  to  “hang  out”.  We  also  have  a 
residence  chairman,  Lorne  Tugg,  who 


movie  nights,  and  other  programs 
specifically  for  them.  There  is  a  lot  that 
residence  students  can  get  out  of  the 
organization  and  I  hope  to  see  more  of 
them  taking  advantage  of  what  we  have. 

Q:  What  reason  should  non-religious 
students  have  for  getting  involved? 

A:  As  I  have  said  earlier  JSU  is  not  a 
"religious  organization”  as  such. 
Religious  activities  are  an  important  part 
of  our  programming,  but  there  is  a  whole 
lot  more,  as  I  described  before,  and  these 
will  appeal  to  all.  The  Zionist 
symposium,  Israel  Day,  the  political 
development  weekend,  and  Holocaust 
educational  programming;  not  to 
mention  the  fact  that  the  JSU  subsidizes 
students  for  such  programs  as  Network 
retreats.  JSU  also  offers  a  range  of 
scholarships. 

The  question  to  me  symbolizes  the 
conceptual  problem  on  campus.  There  is 
a  prevalent  attitude  that  religious  and 
non-religious  students  for  some  reason 
cannot  get  along  with  each  other.  This  is  a 
fallacy.  The  only  reason  such  rifts  in  the 
community  exist  is  that  we  often  fail  to 
accept  those  different  from  ourselves.  I 
again  stress  that  this  is  a  Jewish  Student 
UNION  for  all  Jewish  students. 

Q:  In  what  capacity  can  students  get 
involved  in  organizing  the  programming? 

A:  All  programming  is  planned  and 
run  by  students.  Each  chairman  heads  a 
committee  of  volunteers.  These 
committees  are  always  locking  for 


like  to  state  once  and  for  all  that  the  JSU  organizes  Friday  night  dinners,  video  individuals  to  help  plan  and 

Celebrate  Chat’s  25th 


programs.  A  brief  rundown  on  the 
committees: 

Education:  This  deals  with  Holocaust 
and  information  programming  on 
campus. 

Oppressed  Jewry:  They  set  up  activities 
in  support  of  Jews  who  are  deprived  of 
their  religious  freedom  or  are  subjected  to 
persecution  in  places  like  the  USSR, 
Syria,  Ethiopia,  etc. 

Israel  Affairs:  This  puts  on 
programmes  such  as  the  Zionist 
symposium  and  Israel  Day. 

Religious  Affairs:  These  people  run 
religious  activities  like  the  Shabbaton 
(Saturday  program  with  religious 
activities  and  guest  speakers),  holiday 
programs,  and  our  daily  minyan. 

Residence:  Their  programs  are  geared 
to  on-campus  students  as  described 
before. 

Social  and  Athletic:  This  group  runs 
things  like  parties,  pubs,  brunches,  and 
intramural  sports. 

Political  Action:  This  enclave  brings  in 
speakers  and  deals  with  political 
happenings  on  campus. 

Publicity:  This  committee  talks  to  the 
city  and  campus  press,  and  publicizes  all 
events  on  campus. 

Aside  from  all  of  this,  we  publish  our 
own  newspaper,  and  an  events  calendar. 

A:  Anything  else? 

A:  I  urge  everyone  to  drop  in  and  give 
us  your  input.  Join  the  committee  of  your 
choice  and  become  a  part  of  the 
organization.  Make  the  JSU  work  for 
you! 


by  Mark  David  Gottlieb 
This  year,  the  Jewish  Community  of 
Toronto  is  proud  to  help  the  Community 
Hebrew  Academy  of  Toronto  (better 
known  to  most  of  us  as  CHAT)  celebrate 
its  silver  anniversary.  The  school  has 
come  a  Song  way  since  it  first  opened  its 
doors  in  1961.  CHAT  has  become  an 
alternative  to  a  ‘Yeshiva’  setting.  While 
still  providing  a  modern  day  Israel 
understanding  of  Judaism. 

Many  remember  CHAT  as  the  “high 
school  in  Associated”,  but  in  1979,  the 
Academy  moved  into  its  own  building  on 
Wilmington  Ave.  in  North  York  and  has 
been  flourishing  ever  since.  Many 
distinguished  doctors,  lawyers  and  other 
professionals  have  called  it  their  alma 
mater  as  have  many  prominent  people  in 
Canada’s  entertainment  industry  (among 
them  Martin  Himmel  who  is  CTV’s  news 
correspondent  in  Israel).  Furthermore, 


many  up  and  coming  leaders  of  the 
Jewish  community  have  passed  through 
CHAT’s  halls.  The  Ontario 
Representative,  Mark  Satok,  and  the 
President  of  the  Jewish  Students’ 
Network  of  North  America  (Moishe 
Ronen,  who  is  also  Vice-President  of  the 
World  Union  of  Jewish  Students)  as  well 
as  the  JSU’s  own  vice-president,  Jeff 
Springer,  have  all  called  CHAT  their 
home. 

Perhaps  is  it  no  coincidence  that  in  its 
twenty-fifth  year,  CHAT  has  increased 
its  enrollment  to  over  500  students.  Gone 
are  the  days  when  graduating  classes  had 
only  20  or  25  students.  The 
administration  has  also  begun  Grade  9 
classes  there  this  year. 

Alumni  who  have  fond  memories  of 
CHAT  might  be  pleased  to  know  that  it 
still  has  kept  its  exuberance  and  RUACH. 
Last  year,  the  school  added  another 


laurel  to  its  fine  sports  tradition  by 
winning  the  TDCAA  league 
championship  in  baseball.  Things  are 
really  looking  great  for  this  celebration 
year  too! 

This  year’s  festivities  will  be 
highlighted  by  a  silver  anniversary 
reunion,  organized  by  the  CHAT  Alumni 
Association  Committee,  most  of  whose 
members  are  presently  undergraduate 
students  at  U  of  T  and  York.  The  reunion 
will  take  place  at  8:00  p.m.  on  November 


About  120  students  and  young  adults 
gathered  for  the  Annual  Central  Region 
Conference  of  the  North  American 
Jewish  Students’  Network  at  the  Ramada 
Inn  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  this  past 
Thanksgiving  weekend.  This  annual 
conference  acts  as  a  catalyst  for  Jewish 
student  activism  at  many  levels  by  way  of 
speakers,  workshops,  task  forces, 
informal  discussions  and  a  business 
plenum  to  pass  resolutions.  These 
activities  took  place  throughout  the 
conference  and  dealt  with  issues  of 
common  concern  both  to  students  and  to 
the  community  as  a  whole.  The  program 
was  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of 
campuses  throughout  the  region  and  to 
encourage  students  to  develop  necessary 
skills  and  knowledge  to  continue  Jewish 
and  Zionist  programming  on  campus 
with  pride  and  “koach". 

Network's  reputation  attracted  new 
faces  from  campuses  all  across  Ontario 
and  it  is  precisely  these  confrcnces  that 
draw  such  individuals  into  activism  in 
their  own  campuses  and  communities. 


23rd  at  the  Shaarei  Shomayim 
Synagogue,  where  there  will  be  plenty  of 
refreshments  and  entertainment.  As  a 
graduate  of  CHAT,  I  know  that  I  want  to 
be  there  to  reminisce  about  all  the  great 
times  and  it’ll  give  me  an  opportunity  to 
see  classmates  and  teachers  that  I  haven't 
seen  for  years. 

KAD1MA  CHAT!  CHAZAK 
VEAMATZ! 


The  keynote  speaker  was  Dr.  Herzel 
Fishman,  a  White  House  appointee  to  the 
National  Council  on  Education  and  a 
consultant  to  the  U.S.  Office  of 
Education  Agency  for  International 
Development.  His  speech  generated  a 
good  deal  of  discussion  which  carried 
well  into  the  evening. 

Also  among  the  speakers  were  Moshe 
Ronen,  Network  President  who  gave  a 
rousing  speech  on  his  experiences  at 
Bitburg  during  President  Reagan’s  visit. 
Plans  for  an  anti-terrorism  rally  on  Oct. 
24  were  begun.  The  conference  came  to  a 
conclusion  Sunday  with  task  force 
updates,  a  lunch  address  by  Mimi  Estrin, 
Canadian  chairperson  of  Network,  and  a 
business  plenum. 

Organizers  of  the  conference  were  Dan 
Ronen,  Central  Region  Chairman,  Mark 
Satok,  Ontario  representative,  who  acted 
as  co-chairman  of  the  conference, 
Mitchell  Shore,  Executive  Director  of 
Network,  and  Karen  Levitt,  the  National 
Director  of  the  Canadian  Universities 
Bureau. 


North  American 
Jewish  Students' 
Network 


International  Convention 
Jewish  Students  and  Young 
Adults 

December  26th  to  30th 
Skyline  Hotel,  Toronto 
For  more  information 
call  928-9160 
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Network  Meets 
at  Niagara 

by  Michael  Zeldman  ^ 
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The  Holocaust:  Before,  During  and  After,  an 
exhibit  at  Robarts  Library,  130  St.  George  Street, 
November 4-27.  Official  opening  on  Monday 
November  4  at  7:30  p.m.,  Ramsay  Wright  Building, 
Room  1 17,  25  Harbord  St.  Professor  J.  Kornberg 
will  speak  on  The  Uniqueness  of  the  Holocaust. 
Thursday  November  7  at  JSU  House,  Residence 
Movie  Night  beginning  at  7:30  p.m.,  featuring  The 
Big  Chill  and  Risky  Business.  Free. 

Friday  November  8,  Shabbat  Dinner  at  JSU  House. 
Services:  4-4:30  p.m..  Dinner:  6:15  p.m.  Cost:  $6 
with  JSU  card,  $7  without.  RSVP  by  Tuesday 
before. 

Saturday  November  9,  Amateur  Night  ’85,  Innis 
Pub  2  Sussex  Avenue,  featuring  Yuk  Yuk’s  Larry 
Horowitz  and  U  of  T’s  talents.  Tickets:  $4  with 
JSU  card,  $5  without.  Doors  open  at  8:30  p.m., 
show  begins  9  p.m. 

Sunday  November  10,  Brunch  for  Graduate 
students  at  1 1 :30  a.m.  Location  T.B. A.  Cost:  $2 
with  JSU  discount  card,  $3  without.  R.S.V.P. 
Thursday  November  21  at  7  p.m.,  Michael  Posner, 
Foreign  Editor  of  Maclean’s  Magazine,  will  speak 
on  Jewish  Life  in  Russia:  Russian  Policy  Towards 
Jews,  Sidney  Smith  Building  Room  1069,  100  St. 
George  Street. 

Friday  November  22,  Shabbat  Dinner  at  JSU 
House.  Services:  4:30  p.m.,  Dinner:  6:00  p.m. 

Cost:  $6  with  JSU  card,  $7  without.  RSVP  by 
Tuesday  before. 

Saturday  November  23,  as  part  of  Jewish  Book 
Fair,  Mark  Breslin  will  speak  on  Why  Jews 
Aren’t  Funny  Anymore,  South  J.C.C.,  750 
Spadina  Ave.  at  8:00  p.m.  Reception  and  lecture: 
$6.00.  Tickets  available  at  the  Jewish  Students’ 
Union. office. 

Tuesday  November  26,  Donna  Finkelstein, 
Assistant  Administrator  of  the  Canadian 
Association  for  Ethiopian  Jewry,  will  speak  on 
Ethiopian  Jews  and  the  video,  On  The  Wings  Of 
Eagles,  which  will  be  viewed.  Begins  at  8  p.m.  in 
the  Sidney  Smith  Building,  Room  2018, 100  St. 
George  Street. 

Saturday  November  30,  choose  fun  with  JSU’s 
PARTY,  at  9  p.m.,  Howard  Ferguson  Hall,  75  St. 
George  St.  Cost:  $4  with  JSU  discount  card,  $5 
without.  Disc  Jockey  and  Cash  Bar. 

604  Spadina  A  venue  923-9861 


From  page  2 
prulah  or  greater  (about  1  1/4®)  has 
transgressed  a  prohibition  ...  (this  refers) 
to  one  who  steals  money  of  a  Jew  and  to 
one  who  steals  money  of  a  Gentile,  even  if 
the  Gentile  does  not  obey  the  seven 
Noachide  laws.”  (Maim.  Hil.  G’neivah 
1:1  derivedfromB.K.64B. 

Maimonides  concludes  the  second 
to  last  chapter  of  Yad  Hachazakah  with 
the  words,  “Even  concerning  Gentiles 
who  do  not  obey  the  seven  Noachide 
laws,  the  sages  have  commanded  to  visit 
their  sick  ...  to  support  their  poor  along 
with  the  Jewish  poor  ...  for  it  says  ..  ‘Its 
(the  Torah’s  and  hence  the  Talmud’s) 
ways  are  ways  of  pleasentness  and  all  its 
paths  are  peace’  (Prov.  3:17).’’ 


Trom  pige  3 

A  Tokyo-Jerusalem  rapprochement 
would  fit  into  Israel’s  diplomatic  game 
plan  as  well.  Recent  years  have  seen  a 
subtle  shift  in  Israeli  diplomacy  from 
Black  Africa  to  the  Far  East  in  efforts  to 
recoup  ground  lost  after  the  1973  was  and 
as  a  result  of  international  public  opinion 
setbacks  because  of  the  1982  invasion  of 
Lebanon.  Most  recently,  Israel  has 
appointed  a  full-time  consul  to  Hong 
Kong  --  in  part,  it  is  widely  believed,  to 
facilitate  under-the-table  trade  to  China  - 
-  and  an  Israeli  diplomat  confirms  that 
Jerusalem  is  attaching  a  “greater 
urgency"  to  relations  with  Japan  and  the 
newly-industrializing  countries  of  the 
Pacific  basin. 


JEWISH  DATELINE 
AN  INTRODUCTION  SERVICE 

WITH  A  DIFFERENCE 
EVERYONE  IS  JEWISH! 

WE  OPERATE  UNDER  THE  I 

AUSPICES  OF  TORONTO  JEWISH 
CONGRESS.  WE  PRESENTLY  HAVE 
OVER  600  CLIENTS  REGISTERED. 

IF  SATURDAY  NIGHTS  ARE  A 
LITTLE  SLOW  THESE  DAYS,  CALL 
GIL  GOLDSTEIN  AT  789-01 10  FOR  A 
COMPLIMENTARY  INTERVIEW. 

N.A.A.M.  is  pleased  to  announce  us 
new  1985-86  pre-aliyah  seminar  schedule. 

The  next  seminar  is  scheduled  for 
October  21 -November  4,  and  is  open  to 
all  ages.  The  retirees  seminar,  for  people 
65  years  and  older  or  people  younger  who 
will  be  retired  at  the  time  of  their  aliyah, 
will  take  place  during  November  12-26, 
and  will  deal  with  the  special  concerns 
and  interests  of  retirees.  N.A.A.M.  is 
happy  to  introduce  a  new  seminar  for 
students  and  young  adults  and 
professionals  in  December  (December 
25-January  8).  The  dates  of  the  other 
tours  are:  February  3-17  (for  all  ages); 
May  19-Junc  2  (for  retirees);  July  8-22 
(for  singles);  and  August  18-Septembcr  I 
(for  all  aces). 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
the  Israel  Aliyah  Center,  1111  Finch  Ave. 
W.,  no.  355,  Downsvicw,  Ontario  M3J 
2E5,(416)  665-7772. 


The  Canadian  Zionist  Federation 
Youth  &  Hechalutz  Department 
Jewish  Community  Centre 
(Northern  Branch) 

are  proud  to  present 

REBBETZIN 
ESTHER  JUNGREIS 

The  Most 
Charismatic  Jewish 
Woman  in 
America  Today 


Time 

“The  Jewish  Soul  on  Fire 

Jungreis’  effectiveness  stems  from  her  evident  fervor  and  a 
theatrical  willingness  to  challenge  Jews  to  a  fully 
committed  life.” 


Boston  Evening  Globe 

Survivor  of  Nazi  Horrors  urges 
all  Jews  to  ‘come  home  to  our 
God’ 

She  knows  her  faith,  her  culture  and  her  people...” 


Newsweek 

“Rebbetzin  Revivalist 

The  flamorous  ‘rebbetzin’  seeks  not  to  convert  gentiles, 
but  to  bring  fallen  Jews  back  to  a  fundamentalist  faith.” 

People 

“Esther  Jungreis,  ‘the  Jewish 
Billy  Graham’,  is  a  crusader 
who  doesn’t  want  converts.” 


THE  JEWISH  SOULON  FIRE  is  Esther  Jungreis. 
THE  JEWISH  SOUL  ON  FIRE  is  magnetic, 
brilliant,  optimistic... and  inspiring. 


SUNDAY  NOVEMBER  17th  —  8:00  p.m. 
at  the 

JEWISH  COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
(4588  Bathurst) 


Advance  tickets  $1  available  to  University  &  High 
School  Aged  Youth  only  from  JCC,  4588  Bathurst  and 
750  Spadina;  Jewish  Students  Federation  York 
University;  Jewish  Students  Union,  604  Spadina 
Avenue. 


